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nourishment but the flesh of crocodiles, spoiled
fish, and shell-fish.

These people blindly obey the least wish of their
great Chief. They look upon him as absolute mas-
ter, not only of their property but also of their lives,
and not one of them would dare to refuse him his
head, if he should demand it; for whatever labors
he commands them to execute, they are forbidden
to exact any wages. The French, who are often in
need of hunters or of rowers for their long voyages,
never apply to any one but the great Chief. He
furnishes all the men they wish, and receives
payment, without giving any part to those unfortunate
individuals, who are not permitted even to complain.
One of the principal articles of their Religion, and
particularly for the servants of the great Chief, is
that of honoring his funeral rites by dying with him,
that they may go to serve him in the other world.
In their blindness they willingly submit to this law,
in the foolish belief that in the train of their Chief
they will go to enjoy the greatest happiness.

To give an idea of this bloody ceremony, it is
necessary to know that as soon as an heir presump-
tive has been born to the great Chief, each family
that has an infant at the breast is obliged to pay
him homage. From all these infants they choose a
certain number whom they destine for the service
of the young Prince, and as soon as they are of a
competent age, they furnish them with employments
suited to their talents. Some pass their lives in
hunting, or in fishing, to furnish supplies for the
table; others are employed in agriculture, while
others serve to fill up his retinue. If he happen to
die, all these servants sacrifice themselves with joy



